
The Heights 

By
Joe Russo 

Joerusso8@fullsail.edu
Rocketboy1341@aim.com
9417164215



HANDGUN

Rests on a bedside table.

INT. APARTMENT - NIGHT 

It's messy. Clothes, glass and ripped bed sheets. We see BEN 
HARMON, 23, his back turned to us. He is looking out the 
window,looking at the people pass and go. He turns around. 

He bends down

PICTURE 

Of him and a woman, smiling. 

He strides over to the bed. 

BEN’S VOICE (PRELAP)
How do I get her. 

MAN’S VOICE #1 (PRELAP)
Who her?

INT - BAR - 2005 - (FLASHBACK)

Ben and his FRIEND 22 sit at the bar. They are staring at a 
WOMAN, 21, who casually glances back at them.

BEN’S VOICE 
Yeah her. She's been looking over 
here-

MANS VOICE #1
Ben. Just go over to her. Start 
with your degree, bitches obviously 
love that. 

BEN
She's probably not...a...

MANS VOICE #1
And ask if her friend is single 
too. 

Ben gets up and starts to walk over to the WOMEN. They see 
him coming. 

BEN
Hi ladies. Hi.....Amy. 

He's shy around her,she's so beautiful. Her red jacket 
matching her hair. 



AMY
Hi Ben. Can I help you? 

BEN
(Laughs) 

No...it's just...um....

Amy waits. Brushing her fingers through her brown hair. 
Sticking her chest out to tantalize him. He notices. 

BEN (CONT’D)
My friend wants to know- 

He points over to the man at the bar. 

BEN (CONT’D)
 

If you want to date. I mean.. Go 
out.. I mean..with me..and him. 
Together. 

Amy looks at her friend who looks away. She knows It’s not 
going to work out. 

AMY
Sure. We’ll be ready at seven 
thirty. Sharp. Don't be late. 

INT. APARTMENT NIGHT - BACK TO PRESENT DAY 

Ben is still sitting on his bed. He glances over at the 
clock. 

It reads 7:30. Ben lays down....

INT. DORM ROOM - 2005 - (FLASHBACK)

AMY
Thanks for the great night. 

Their lips briefly touch. 

AMY (CONT’D)
Your always so smart in class...why 
are you so nervous with me? 

BEN
It's just...... I've never.....

They kiss again. She flips over....while taking her shirt 
off. 

She lays there...in her bra. Ben can't handle himself. 



Awkwardly grabbing for his shirt. He has her..don't mess this 
up. Amy sees that he's having trouble.....

INT. APARTMENT - BACK TO PRESENT 

Ben is laying on his side... the way we left him. The picture 
laying next to him. He gets up and walks over to the 

CLOSET 

He pushes it open,and his hands skim past the clothes. 
Feeling,remembering the fabric. He stops at a jacket. He 
pulls it out. It's the one she wore at the bar. 

He wraps it around himself as-

INT. BEDROOM - (FLASHBACK) 

Amy rushes in. 

AMY
Do you have on underwear? 

Ben walks out of the bathroom in a suit. 

BEN
Yes I have underwear. 

AMY
And your briefcase. 

BEN
Why do I even need one? I'm only 
going-trying-to be a artist. 

AMY
Because...briefcases are cool. And 
very..very..sophiscated. 

They kiss. We see a ring on her wedding finger. 

AMY (CONT’D)
And plus I've always loved men with 
briefcases. 

They walk out of the bedroom into the -  

KITCHEN 

AMY
And if they ask you what the best 
part of you is you'll say.....



BEN
My wife. 

AMY
Very cute. 

BEN
That I'm a good artist. And I can 
draw,paint,craft,water 
color,anything. 

AMY
You'll do fine. Good luck baby. 

Ben leaves. 

BEDROOM - LATER

Ben sits with his head in his hands. Amy stays by the door. 

AMY
They said not now- 

BEN
Not now means not ever. 

AMY
They need time- 

BEN
We need money, Amy! 

Amy consoles him. 

AMY
I called my folks for help- 

BEN
Oh, Amy- 

AMY
They’re willing to help. You know 
that. 

They look at each other. Deep. 

BEN
I’m sorry for all of this. 

EXT. OUTSIDE - NIGHT - BACK TO PRESENT DAY 

Amy steps out of a cab. Her arms filled with paper bags. She 
hands the driver some cash. She walks over to the doorman. 



DOORMAN
Amy need any help?  Looks like 
you're having a party. 

AMY
Oh no. It's just Ben and I. His 
lucky break finally came today. 

DOORMAN
Oh,I just saw him. He didn't look 
so good. Well have a goodnight 
anyway. 

INT. APARTMENT

Ben places the gun in his mouth. 

INT. ELEVATOR

Amy waits patiently. Tapping her foot along to the MUSIC. The 
door opens into the-

INT. HALLWAY

She strides past fake plants. Past room 412. Past room 414. 

INT. APARTMENT

Ben,tearing up now, looks around his destroyed home. He 
glances down at the picture... the picture of his wife and 
him. He COCKS the gun as-

INT. HALLWAY

Amy is fishing through her pockets for her keys. She places 
the paper bag on the ground. 

AMY
Ben! Ben open the door. Tell me 
what happened. Ben! 

No answer. Amy finds her keys and jams it into the lock. She 
opens the door. 

INT. APARTMENT

The site of Ben with a gun in his mouth... stirs Amy. She 
runs to him. 

AMY
BEN! TAKE IT NOW! Ben! 

Ben listens to her. He removes the gun. 



AMY (CONT’D)
Ben..... What happened? What 
happened baby? Ben answer me! 

He lowers the gun. 

It's facing Amy now. She sees. 

AMY (CONT’D)
Please lay the gun down. Please. 
Ben..I have good news. I'm preg-

A SHOT fills the quiet apartment.

He sees Amy on the ground and runs to her. 

BEN
WHAT HAVE I DONE. WHAT HAVE I DONE. 
OH GOD, AMY PLEASE. 

He's still holding the gun. The gun that killed his wife.  

BEN (CONT’D)
I'm so sorry Amy. I'm so sorry. I 
didn't get it. I'm so sorry I 
wasn't there. I wasn't there....

He looks at the gun.He moves to the paper bag. On top is a 
candle saying It’s a boy.


